
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 23, 2011 
Title:  “The Redemption” 
Text:  Ruth 4:1-12 
Theme: As shadow, the redemption secured by Boaz of his bride images/pictures God’s 

redemption of His people from their debt and death. 
 
Introduction:  

“When Benjamin Franklin was United States Ambassador to France, he occasionally 
attended the Infidels Club -- a group that spent most of its time searching for and reading 
literary masterpieces. On one occasion Franklin read the book of Ruth to the club when it 
was gathered together, but changed the names in it so it would not be recognized as a book 
of the Bible. When he finished, they were unanimous in their praise. They said it was one of 
the most beautiful short stories that they had ever heard, and demanded that he tell them 
where he had run across such a remarkable literary masterpiece. It was his great delight to 
tell them that it was from the Bible, which they professed to regard with scorn and 
derision, and in which they felt there was nothing good.  
 
The book of Ruth is certainly a literary masterpiece. It is a beautiful story of a romance. I 
wonder how it would be featured in some of our romance magazines today. I can almost 
see the headline; it would be something like HOW ONE WOMAN FOUND HAPPINESS -- 
in the arms of second husband. It is a book that inflames the imagination, because all 
through it is entwined the captivating theme of love and romance.  
 
Although it is a beautiful story in itself, it is the story behind the story -- its meaning and 
significance -- that is simply fascinating. The book of Ruth is one of those beautiful Old 
Testament pictures that is designed by God himself to illustrate the dramatic truths of the 
Christian faith expounded in the New Testament. It is a word picture in the Old Testament 
illustrative of the truth we find in the New Testament, as I Corinthians tells us:  
 
Now these things happened to them as a warning [literally, as a type] but they were written down for our 
instruction, upon whom the end of the ages has come. (1 Cor. 10:11)  

 
It is the story of the romance of redemption.”  http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/3007/0208.html  Ray 

Stedman, “Ruth: The Romance of Redemption”. 

 
The NET Bible note says that . . . the disjunctive clause structure...here signals the beginning 
of a new scene. 
 
Earlier in our story we are told by Boaz that there is a kinsman-redeemer who is closer than 
himself.  Our current narrative unfolds the means whereby Boaz is able to take the role of 
kinsman-redeemer, but only by following social protocol.  The Book of Ruth is a picture of 
contrasts against the dark scenario painted for the reader in the Book of Judges.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

• “The Prologue” Ruth 1:1-5 

• “The Return”  Ruth 1:6-22 
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• “The Encounter” Ruth 2:1-16 

• “The Surprise” Ruth 2:17-23 

• “The Invitation”  Ruth 3:1-18 

• “The Redemption” Ruth 4:1-12 

• The Epilogue  Ruth 4:13-22 
 
The Problem: 
There is no other way for redemption to take place than the way established through the 
kinsman-redeemer. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God will not rest until He has redeemed His people 

from their debt and death. 
2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to rest in the redemption provided by God rather 

than seek to secure their own. 
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of His redemptive activity applied in behalf of 

His people. 
 
Let us consider the idea of redemption as noted is this most remarkable narrative. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The redemption was public (v. 1a ) 
 
Boaz worked openly and in accordance with the Law. 
 

II. The redemption was permissible/legal (vv. 1a, 2) 
 
Boaz as an ethical and moral man stands in stark contrast to those depicted throughout the 
Book of Judges.  He brings his case to the ten men of the elders of the city at the gate.  The 
structure and forum of this event contrasts sharply with what is read in Judges 5:8. 
 

“New gods were chosen; Then war was in the gates. Not a shield or a spear was seen 
among forty thousand in Israel” (Judges 5:8). 

 
He gathered those with whom his business was done at the gates of the city.  Such action on 
his part was appropriate and permissible. 
 
“The gate of the city ‘was the place of rule, where all matters were settled, all transfers made’ 
(Ridout). A number of places in the Scripture illustrate the fact of doing business at the city 
gate (see Gen. 19:1; 23:10; 34:20; 2 Sam. 15:2 = [Absalom won converts by offering to settle their 
disputes in their favor in the city gate]; Neh. 8:1; and Ps 69:12).  Kings would sit at the city gate 
for legal business (2 Sam. 19:8; Jere. 38:7). In Deut. 15:7, 8 (Note: ‘towns’ = ‘gates’), the city gate 
was where transaction and legal business was carried out. Boaz’s action was to seat himself 

down in this strategic location, signaling that he was ready to conduct business. These 
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observations point out that this matter of redemption was a forensic or legal matter, 
indeed paralleling the truth that the believer's redemption in the NT is a forensic matter, 
whereby the guilty sinner as if standing in a court of law is declared in right standing with 
God on the basis of our Greater Goel's eternal work of redemption accomplished at Calvary.” 
[emphasis added]  http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_41-10.htm#4:5 
 
“Centuries later 10 became the number necessary for a Jewish marriage benediction or a 
quorum for a synagogue meeting. For an official prayer meeting in modern Judaism 10 men 
are required. The point is that this was a time in history when few written records were kept, 
and attestation by a number of witnesses was the most efficient way to be certain that a 
transaction was made legally secure.” http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_41-10.htm#4:5 

 
III. The redemption was providential (v. 1b) 

 
“And behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by.”  Don't miss once again 
the mysterious, sovereign, providential hand of God in this event for it just so “happened” 
(another "designed, divine coincidence") that the closest relative walked by at that very 
moment.  
 
What Boaz chose to do he did publicly for all to see. 
 
Butler writes 
The "behold" emphasizes the providential aspect of he "came by" of the nearer kinsman. And 
it reminds us that providence always comes to those who are prompt about pursuing their 
duties as Boaz was here. Those who complain that they never experience providential help 
will be found to be those who are dilatory in their duties. "I being in the way [doing his duty], 
the Lord led [providentially] me" (Ge 24:27) is the way Divine providence favors people. (Bible 
Biography Series: Ruth the Ancestress of Christ) 
 

Matthew Henry adds  
Providence favored Boaz in ordering it so that this kinsman should come by thus 
opportunely, just when the matter was ready to be proposed to him. Great affairs are 
sometimes much furthered by small circumstances, which facilitate and expedite them. 
 
The unnamed was not unknown.  He would become our proverbial “John Doe”. 
 
Expositor's Bible Commentary adds  
The idiom was used when the writer did not deem it essential to give the person's name (cf. 
1Sa 21:2; 2Ki 6:8). It does not mean that Boaz did not know his name. The use of this idiom 
here has also been interpreted as deliberate on the part of the storyteller. As it was shameful 
not to fulfill the role of kinsman-redeemer, the kinsman was unworthy of mention by name. 
(Gaebelein, F, Editor: Expositor's Bible Commentary OT 7 Volume Set: Books: Zondervan 
Publishing) 
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J. Vernon McGee has an interesting note on friend writing  
The Septuagint threw some light upon this (meaning of "friend") by giving the word kruphie, 
which means “hidden one.” (Ed: obscurity, concealed) The Hebrew conveyed the same idea 
by the use of two words, the first meaning “to point out” and the second meaning “to 
conceal.” It was the clear intention of the writer to conceal this name. (J Vernon McGee -- 
Ruth 4:1.mp3) 
 

IV. The redemption was precise (vv.  3-8) 
 

A. Purchase his property (vv. 3, 4) 
 
 

B. Perpetuate his posterity (vv. 5-8) 
 
Henry Morris adds  
The right of a kinsman-redeemer to redeem the property of a dead relative, thereby 
preventing it from passing outside the family, is set forth in Leviticus 25:25-34. These events 
described in the book of Ruth indicate that this right of property redemption was also 
directly linked to the responsibility of raising up children to preserve "the name of the dead 
upon his inheritance. (Morris, Henry: Defenders Study Bible. World Publishing) 
 
Butler observes  
A good deal of the readiness of the nearer kinsman to stop and take care of some business at 
Boaz's request is complimentary of Boaz. It shows that the kinsman respected Boaz enough 
to change his plans immediately upon being summoned by Boaz to turn aside for awhile.  
 
Boaz carefully crafts his invitation for the nearest kinsman to redeem the property (v. 4).  
Perhaps knowing the makeup of the individual, he takes ‘the bait’.  Once hooked, Boaz 
introduces the idea of having to marry Ruth in order to insure the property of Elimeleck 
would stay within his family (v. 5).  When the nearer kinsman realized how such an action 
would put his own house in jeopardy, he forfeited his responsibility, followed protocol, and 
thus enabled Boaz to redeem the house of Elimelech.  As it relates to the nearer kinsman’s 
reasoning, Adam Clarke offers this comment. 
 

“The Targum gives the proper sense of this passage: ‘And the kinsman said, on this ground 
I cannot redeem it, because I have a wife already; and I have no desire to take another, lest 
there should be contention in my house, and I should become a corrupter of my 
inheritance. Do thou redeem it, for thou hast no wife; for I cannot redeem it.’” 

 
It is perhaps just as “right” for the one to transfer the responsibility as it is for Boaz to assume 
the responsibility.   
 
When Elimelech died, the property went to Mahlon; and when Mahlon died, the property then 
included the widow Ruth. She was now part of the redemption responsibility, and the 
property would go to any son born to her to perpetuate the family line. In other words a goel 
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was needed to buy the land and take Ruth as wife to carry on the name of Ruth's husband, 
Mahlon. In carrying on the name of Mahlon, the line of Elimelech would also continue.  
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary adds that  
Apparently at the death of Elimelech the property had passed to Mahlon so Mahlon’s widow 
Ruth was included in the redemption responsibility. A son, to whom the property would 
belong, should be raised up to perpetuate the family name. (Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., et al: 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 1985. Victor). 
 
Boaz informs the nearer goel that he had to "buy (07069) (qanah) the field" and also "acquire" 
(same verb qanah = "buy") Ruth! Not only did this come as a surprise to the nearer goel, but 
Boaz also made known Ruth's nationality “Ruth the Moabitess.” The fact that Ruth was a 
Moabitess may also have been a problem to him. (Both Mahlon and Chilion had married 
Moabite women and died!) In any event what looked like a "windfall" suddenly seemed far 
less attractive since the man would be required to marry Ruth (acquire the dead man’s 
widow) and the income derived from the land would not go directly to the redeemer’s estate. 
Moreover, his own estate would possibly have to be divided with Ruth’s children. With an 
expectant intake of breath we await his reply.  It’s worth noting that the nearer kinsman tried 
to protect his name and inheritance; but we don’t even know what his name was or what 
happened to his family!  
 
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary says that  
"Both the alienation of land and the extinction of a family were to be prevented by the law of 
the goel. The goel would not come into possession of the land himself, but would hold it in 
trust for his son by Ruth, who would inherit the name and patrimony of Mahlon (her first 
husband)." (Pfeiffer, C F: Wycliffe Bible Commentary. 1981. Moody) 
 

V. The redemption was powerful (vv. 9, 10) 
 
Boaz forcefully identifies Ruth as a Moabite and places the full strength of his resources to 
raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance. 
 

VI. The redemption was prophetic (vv. 11, 12) 
 
Those who witnessed the event pronounced blessing upon the union and stated, “May the 
LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom 
built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in 
Bethlehem. Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, 
through the offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman (vv. 11, 12).” 
 
Such a blessing is significant on multiple levels.  By referencing Rachel and Leah they speak to 
the prolific offspring and the rise of the nation Israel.  It can be remembered how Perez is the 
father of Salmon who is the father of Boaz.  Perez is the result of a levirate marriage.  Perez 
fathered Salmon who married Rahab the harlot of Joshua 1.  Salmon and Rahab gave rise to 
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Boaz.  Boaz, now functioning as the kinsman-redeemer to the house of Elimelech, marries 
Ruth.  All of this happens against the backdrop of the Book of Judges.   
 
“May the LORD make... - This is a prayer for blessing by the populace in general, which is 
amazing in view of the fact that these are the selfish days of the Judges (Jdg 21:25).  In recalling 
these famous Jewish mothers, the people's remembrance went back almost 900 years to about 
1915 BC.  Rachel and Leah were the wives of Jacob. Rachel is named first and had been barren 
for many years before she bore children. Similarly Ruth had been barren in Moab. The 
witnesses expressed their prayer that Boaz would be rewarded with a family comparable to 
that of Jacob (or Israel).” http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_411-22.htm 

 
As we bring our study of Ruth to closure, consider the following parallel in an ancient form of 
Chinese drama. 
 

In an ancient form of Chinese drama, plays were often performed on a two-level stage. On 
the first level, the drama would unfold in the natural sequence of the script, while on the 
second level the last act of the play would be acted out simultaneously. This gave the 
audience a distinct advantage—they knew how the story would end. In fact, it was not 
uncommon for the audience to yell to the actors on level one, warning them that their 
attitudes or actions were threatening the good outcomes of the final act of the play.   
(Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI.) 

 
If Ruth teaches us anything, we should be encouraged to realize how in our darkest moments 
of disease, death, doubt, and debilitating depression God is working The Story to its fullest and 
final culmination.  There is to be found great hope, healing, and wholeness in knowing God is 
working and perhaps when we least expect it He moves in surprising ways. 
 
Our next and final paragraph quickly draws the book to its primary point and enables us to 
trace the woman’s seed in fulfillment of the Genesis 3:15 promise. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. God is actively redeeming His people from their debt and death. 
2. God’s redemption of His people will not fail. 
3. Do you recognize your need of a kinsman-redeemer? 
4. Do you know who your kinsman-redeemer is? 
5. Have you accepted His provision for your debt and death? 


